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I n true Alan Robinson fashion, Alan prepared his Obituary in advance of his

passing. This is Alan’s story, as told by him.

Alan Robinson of Palm Coast, FL passed away after a short illness on December 17, 2021

surrounded by family. Alan was born on November 14, 1925 in Manchester, England – the world’s
first industrialized city - to Priscilla Mary and Henry Robinson. He was predeceased by his

parents, and siblings Jean Bowes and Harry Robinson.

Alan was educated at technical schools including the Royal Technical College, Salford, England,
and subsequently became a Chartered Engineer and a member of the Institution of Mechanical

Engineers, UK. He was employed by British and American companies in the UK and Australia as a
designer of food-processing machinery and in 1956, by the United Nations Children’s Fund,

UNICEF. As a Food Conservation Engineer and as an international civil servant he provided
technical assistance to nutrition-related projects in many developing countries, while living in NY,
India, and Uganda before retiring in 1985.

From an early age, he was outdoor-oriented and joined the Boy Scouts Association before he was
11 and resigned as a leader, 20 years later. Always a keen sportsman, he dabbled with cricket,
football (soccer), boxing, tennis, badminton, skiing and golf. His hobbies included hill walking,

backpacking, gardening and stamp collecting.

Alan enjoyed writing, including correspondence with friends met during his travels in over 100

countries; some endured for over 70 years. In 1942, Alan’s fellow apprentices voted him to receive
the engineering company’s annual prize for a combination of scholarship, workmanship,
friendship and sportsmanship. Although it was wartime, a high-ranking staff member of the

Ministry of Education in London, made the presentation. Subsequently a reporter from the
Manchester Evening News interviewed him for their same-day edition of 4 pages, included a

subheading entitled, “He Wants to Travel the World”. Alan’s documentation records that

Obituary Alan Robinson
NOV  14, 1925 - DEC  17, 2021

Alan Robinson
NOV  14, 1925 - DEC  17, 2021

PAGE 3 OF 6



subsequently, he lived, worked and vacationed in over 100 countries and flew over 1,000,000
miles, including trips on the Concorde and the Queen Mary II.

His travel adventures included a 1950 journey from Manchester, England, to Sydney, Australia in
a small, 17-year-old car covering 10,477 miles by road or tracks and 6,293 miles by sea, as well as an

8-day journey by train/ferry from London to Beijing, China.

Alan arrived from New Rochelle, NY to become a Palm Coast resident in January 1994. He soon
discovered that one of the easiest things to do was to make friends. This resulted in soon

becoming an associate member of the Italian-American Social Club, a member of the Irish Social
Club and a member of the Knights Golf League.

He enjoyed voluntary activates including English-language tutoring for newly-arrived
immigrants, gardening at the Italian-American Club and washing dishes at the Knights of Colum
bus. He also was an extended-family handyman.

Alan met his German wife Ingeborg Robinson in Majorca, Spain in 1963 and they were married
the same year on December 14th in Osnabrueck, Germany. She survives him together with their
daughters Anya and her husband Dave, Sandra and her husband George, and son Gary. He also

leaves behind 5 grandchildren, Gabriella, Andreas, Sophia, Jake and Susanne.

As Alan requested, there will be no formal arrangements. In lieu of flowers, please consider

donating to UNICEF, a local Humane Society or a local hospice.
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GK Gordon Kieffer posted:

I never met Alan, but in reading the wonderful tribute he composed, I recognize many of his

characteristics, energy, and easy with making frineds in the college freshman I met at UVM in (gulp

...) 1983.Anya -- I am very sorry for you family's loss. I trust that your father's spirit will find its way to

a happy place where he will continue to make friends.Peace to your family ...

December 20 at 1:13 PM

AB

Lynn Garrad December 20 at 11:12 AM

Andrew has spoken so eloquently on behalf of all the family in England.I will always remember

Uncle Alan for his interest in and encouragement of education and aspiration. He genuinely

wanted to listen. A rare gift indeed, and his life was testament to this curiosity. He lived a

wonderful life and made our lives richer for being part of it.RIP Uncle Alan. And thank

you.from Lynn, Richard and family.

Andy Bowes posted:

Uncle Alan as he will always be known to myself and family was an exceptional person. He was my

mother's younger brother and from an early age he was recognised by myself as a great character.

He set great store in encouraging education and work ethic with all our family.We spent many happy

times together during his frequent visits to Manchester from many worldwide destinations and

conversely in more recent times we were able to take advantage of the wonderful facilities now

available in Florida. His visits to Manchester often meant he met many of my extended family and

fiends and was universally admired for his personality and stories from a long and interesting

life.Eventually he became not only Uncle Alan but graduated to Great Uncle Alan and furthermore

Great Great Uncle Alan.He will always remain in our thoughts and hearts.RIP Alan Robinson from

Andrew Julie and all the family in England

December 20 at 8:54 AM

LG
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Alan by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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